
Planks Exceed 7,000: Hundreds Gontribute in Final Rush
Eleventh-Hour
Entries Swell
Contest Total

Reader-- Who Posted Their
Letters Be>fore Time Liniit
Assured Full Considera¬
tion of Judges in Awards

Survey on Wednesday
Capital and I>ahor Seems

Certain of First Plaee
as a Platform Issue

The rush of planks on thc last day
gvre'.led the total ballot Sn The
Tribune's National Republican plat¬
form planks contest considerably in ex-

Friday's mail from New York City
and r.ear by brought 466 planks. The
total count to date-, with readers in
pore remote sections presumably still
to be heard from, is 7,089. While it is
impracticable to publish at this time
any oi the late arrivals, contestants

er» assured that these contributions
will receive the same careful considera¬
tion that is being bestowed on the
earlier ones.

There is every indication that the
announcement of the prize winners and
the publication of The Tribune's model

platform will not be delayed beyond
next Sunday, May P. Making due al-
lowance for tarrying mail, it is pur-

posed to give on Wednesday a complete
«_rvey ln detail of all the issues sub¬
mitted in the contest.

In the final voting the popularity of
the ten leading issues was well sus-

tained. On the face of incomplete re¬

turns the issues of the platform may
be forecast:

1. Capital and labor.
2. Foreign relations.
S. Americanization.
4. Army anJ navy programs.
5. Cost of liv:ng.
6. Constitutional reforms.
7. Bolshevism.
8. Education.
9. Conservation of national re-

Eourees.

10. Social legislation.
For the eleventh place, which is one

poir.t removed from prize position, the
issues of administration reforms and
taxation are tied, with 222 votes each.
How just'y The Tribune's readers

have emphasized the relative import¬
ance of issues in the Presidential cam¬
paign is a legitimate subject for com-
n'ent, which it is hoped will be elicited
at t'ne proper time.

lt ehouid be remnrked that all the
issues were marie by our readers.
Time and again in the course of the
competition issues had to be changed,
added or dropped, according to the in-
flection of popular opinion.
Among the gratifying byproducts of

the contest is the volume of commen-

datory letters. Many Republicans give
cxpn>ss:on to a revival of spirit and
of faith as n result of The Tribune's
daily symposium of opinion by the rank
and tiie as well as the leaders of the
party.
"Day by day." writes one correspond-

ent, "I have been filled with wonder
as I read the published results of yourstirring the waters of civic interest.
In my own ca^e waning adherence to
the Republican party was checked and
presently a new giow of hope came
upon me, so that now I admit myself
once more enrolled among those who
¦tlll believe the party will avail to
meet ar.d master present conditions."
.-.-

America Is Advised
To Guard Rights of

Island Possessions
To The Editor of The Tribune.
.ir: ?.Ioderr., er.Hghtened opinion de-

erees that states shail view their terri-
torial possessions as wards to be nur-
tureri and developed to the end that in
*ime they may be self-governing,either as independent commonwealths
er as integral parts of a larger politi¬cal organization.
The Republican party continues to

v-ew the United States'as the world's
truitee and the guardian and friend of
her possessions. The United States
*L ij

6 r«creant to her trust if ahe
?v?° t>- &rant entire independence to
the Phihppines, the Hawalian Islands,<-*uam, Porto Rico, the Virgin Islands or
Alaska bofore proof is evident of ca-

*pA? anrt desire for self-government.titizenship should be accorded the
7.li»l inhabitants in the measure
".their expressed wish and their po¬litical receptivity.
.. _,

SAMUEL W. PATTERSON.220 West 120th Street.

Government in Mexico CityBacked by U, S. Demanded
TO the Editor of The Tribune.

-ir: My advocacy of a policv of rig-"ous support, even to the point oi.med interference, of a Mexican ad¬ministration favorable to this country1 bphevo to be sound.
«.«.¦'? llttle doubt that an'jPany Which the United States chooses
.o support could easily win its wajriLlT'"' and there is Just 2S littl«
yl tnat such a government, backec
»y an official declaration of the Unitee
otatea guaranteeing .tability at al
-°«s. could maintain itself until th«
_rn«»vn pc0Ple themselves began t<
vant

l incre«9ed educational ad
antages, increased commerce, etc.wwch would inevitablv result.

a. II. B.

To-Day's Prize Letter
Encourage Production by Eliminating H'os(c in Distribution

To the Editor of Tho Tribuno:
Sir: The Americai. people havo beon repeatedly ac¬cused of neglecting tho greater tlilngs-the lntel.ec.ual,thc artistic and the spiritual-and conccntrating toowholeheartedly upon mundano matters. Whether or nothe aecuaatlon la just, there is no way for a peopleto attend to tho greater things until lt can ceasoworrying about tho fundamental, basic ones, tho one

upon which life itself depends: food, clothing, hous¬ing, fuel and health. We are worrying about thesefive so rauch that we aro letting them tako precedenco
over tho things that are tho real proof of a people'.growth and the real test of its greatness.

What more important issues can be there than thesefive bi,,- ones, or, rather, these five parts of the onebig issue? Is either party focusing its attention uponthem? Certainly, the Republican party could not findfive oiore s_bst_.ntial planks to stand upon than these.We need leaders to show us the way out, to help us
see light ahead. The party which produces such leaderswill win, and deserves to win.

We read that underproduction is the cause of thohigh cost of living, and that the next administration
should employ every facility at its disposal to stimu-late greater production.

While the public may not don overalls and push tha

plow, lt can get behind tho man who pushes the plowf
and givo him all the moral support *e needs. It can
give him a square deal and receivo a square deal in
return if it focuses its attention upon what happens
from the time tho food leaves the farm to the time it
reaches the consumer. Public sentiment will encourage
production by eliminating wasto in distribution. Pub¬
lic sentiment can put an end to the evil that enables
dlstributors to receive 55 per cent of whatever goes
into the cost of milk and potatoes and all food com¬
modities. Can the Republican party direct its ener-
gies toward an issue more fundamental than this?

The cost of distribution must be lowered; lt must
be simplified. At present the farmer receives too lit¬
tle, the consumer pays too much; the distributors growfat on both. No useless employee should be retained
to add to the cost of distribution. Eliminate tho use¬
less members, thc surplus 'everywhere and givo them
an opportunity to turn to production in the factory or
on tho farm. It is not right that six-tenths shouldbe engaged in -distribution and only four-tenths in
production. These proportions should be reversed.

What an opportunity is here. for leaders of the righttype to encourage production by fighting the waste in
distribution.- REX A. COLLINGS

33 North Maple Avenue, East Oranpe N. J.

Strong Republican
System Demanded
In Army and Navy

Universal Training System
That Does Not Require
Actual Service Opposed
as Useless Experinient

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Land and sea defense, it must

be conceded, can be practically main-
tained only by high morale and effi-
cient personnel in all units; and,
therefore, universal training becomes
worth while as the requirements for
such defense are understood and
taught. The idea of giving a boy or a

girl elementary setting-up exereises,
close order marching drill, interior
guard duty, and similar preliminaries
of the most rudimentary military
education cannot be seriously taken
to mean universal training, because
practicaally all these can be given
in the ordinary preparatory school, re-
quiring 1:0 admission into the service
of Uncle Sam.
The work of perfecting our perma-

nent military establishment and that
of our glorious navy must be intrusted
to a strong Republican administration,
for in such a courso alone may the
chaotic conditions and the lack of
numbers be cotrected and the way for
universal training made clear.

Cities may do without police and our
states may deern small bodies of
militia ample for protective purposes.
but tlie United States needs a well
ordered regular army and navy and
all their essential working units, such
as marines, engineers, aero squadrons,
signal battalions, intelligence centers,
etc, because the world is far from
being paeiried. alien blood is rife and
the great heart of our civili-ation is
needful of this protection. C F. G.

.-

Conservation as Basis
For Economic Wealth

Fundamental Interest of the
Government Seen in Con-

serving Resources
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The fundamental interest of gov¬
ernment should be in the conservation
of natural resources. The wealth of
the nation is conditioned upon the crea-

tion of property. The v.e_lth ot" the
nation is conditioned upon land which

produces crops, power which develops
industries, waterways which transport
freight, all factors which enter into
the creation of property and an under-
standing of this should be tho basis oi
governmental effort.
The party which commits itself to

the "conservation of the natural re¬

sources of the country" and attempts
to develop them along the sound, eco¬

nomic lines is building upon sure

ground and in its administrative ac¬

tivity will command the support of the
people n proportion as its purpose is
understood and explained by its action.
There is definite need that in the

coming Presidential campaign a con-

structive policy of conservation of
natural resources be made the chief
issue. It is the foundation of economic
wealth. CHARLES N. CHADWICK.

.-»

Utilization of Power

Program Favored That Would
Stabilize the Lahor Market

To the Editor of The Tribune. -

Sir: Every utilization of water power
conserves labor for other necessary
uses; it conserves coal and fuel oil for
other necessary uses, and it conserves

labor, fuel, freight cars, etc, used in the
transportation of coal and fuel oil, and

7 makes all these fundamental elements
7 of industrial production available for
fi other productive purposes.

It is estimated that if only half of
rtho 60,000,000 horsepower of energy
now being wasted in the streams of

1 our country _____' utilized for the pro-
duction of electrical power the country
would save 150,000,000 tons of coal a

, year and about 400,000 men would be
.! released from mining, transportation
, land other callings to the greatly de-

plcted labor market.
..«._

Pittsburgh, Pa. J. W. MARSH.

Tutelary Policy in Latin America
Considered Worthy of Permanence

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Experienee has proved that lt is to the best interest of all con-

«erned for us to continue to maintain our tutelary policy with respect to
w« Latin American countries. In addition to securing them against foreign
*ncroachment we should endeavor to build up an entente of good feeling
Bn(1 friendly intcrcourse.-our sincere assurance that we have no designs
°n their territory er trade and an attitude of abstention from ofticious,
^ncalled-for mediation will do much to remove suspicion and promote
narmony and confidence. Mexico presents a peculiar problem, and if inter¬
vention prove. necessary we should limit our action to the protection of
»- lives and property of our citizens and not push redress of grievances
to the point.

Colonial possessions add nothing to the well-being of the average citi-
.W and often mean little more than additional problems for his govern-
¦jtnt If American investors must seek foreign markets let us obtain
w»eir eecurity by treaties or agreements rather than by warships and
Protectorates. As for the islands we now own, about the best thing' we
Wuld do would be to "stand pat" on the question of possession and con-
tt«ue a liberal policy of education and social legislation for the natives

J. W. F.

Economy Wrong
If Misapplied

Republican Party Warned
of Danger in Saving
That May Be Self-Dc-
structive

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Economy in governmental ex¬

penditures ls certainly one of the out¬

standing needs of the day, but no

thoughtful citizen can demand an econ¬

omy that is 6elf-destructive and that
nmounts in the long run to indirect
but appalling cxtravngance. A parsi-
monious policy with respect to national
defense is particularly to be deplored,
and when it also connpires to impair
the morale or patriotism of our light¬
ing forees it can be regarded only as

the height of folly.
The sailors of our navy, who have

done so much to contribute to our war-
ranted sense of security from invasion,
arp being paid according to a scale
lixed a dozen years ago. Its inarioquacy
even in 1908 wa3 frequently exempli-
fie.ld: how absurd it is to suppose that
it in any way approaches- being com-
mensurate with conditions to-day.
As a plank of actual economy, fair

dealing and wisdom the Republican
party should undertake to guarantee
substantial increases in pay to all en¬

listed men and oiticers of the navy.
J. W. FRIEDMAN*.

26 New York Avenue, Brooklyn.
.__.-_-.

Volstead Aet Denounced
As Violation of Rights

Eighteenth Amendment Held
Contrary to Rights of

All the People
To the. Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The Constitution of the United
States says "all men shall be free and

equal." 1 am still of the opinion that
the Eighteenth Amendment is contrary
to the precepts and fundamental prin¬
ciples of the Constitution.
We are no longer a nation of froedom

and action, of common sense. plain
sailing and a free mind, but a nation
cf theorists, idealists, fanaticism and
what not. Everybody wants a revision of
taxation; a reduction in the high cost
oi' living; t'ne restoratiop of the rights
and liberties of every man or woman.
whether they be high or low; but none

offers suggestions Ior the cause of the
unrest or Ihe conditions of the day.
Now, take prohibition, for instance.

Did it ever occur to the people. writers
ar.d speakers now on tour what pro¬
hibition means? Th.e revenues derived
frum distillers, brewers, wholesalcrs,
retailers and excise tax, amounted to
billions. That revenue i^s cut off and
the government, states and municipali-
ties suddenly lind their treasuries de-
pleted. To meet the deticiencies in
revenue, additional tax, even on the
necessaries of life, must be levied.
Hence, taxation, high cost of living, in¬
stead of decreasing, is mounting.
Another argument is the high cost

of labor and production. There is no

less production than before the war.

Every working man or woman is work-
ing to the limit of his or her capacity
and endurance. Must they kill them-
selves, starve their families^ deny them
the necessaries of life, remain vas-

sals, while others enjoy that which
life offers? The laboring man or

woman of to-day is a thinker nnd a

student, no longer a eheap asset, and
will be paramount to any issue in this
or any other nation.

A. B. NORRIS.
ol West Ninety-fourth Street, New¬
York City.

Argues for Free Trade

High Tariff Held Conducive to
Continued High Prices

T'o the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: The United States has seen

what it means to be the biggest seller
to the world. It means hoards of
money coming to our country.and
what else? High prices. The more

money that comes in the higher prices
will be. This is an axiom. If we con¬

tinue to sell to other countries and ac¬

cept money in return the rute of ex¬

change will be still further from being
stabilized.
A high protective tariff in the United

States will make it impossible for for¬
eign countries to send goods to our

shores. They will be forced to pay off
their debt in money, and, I suy again,
what .will the money do? Raise prices.
We need a low tariff in this time of

abnormal conditions. England and
France must unload all their surplus
upon the United States, and to enable
these countries to do this we must ap-
proximate free trade. How else will the
exchange rate be normal?
The Repu-blican party could well _n-

coruorato such a plank in its platform.
E. L. P.

Punishment of Profiteers
In Foodstuffs Is Demanded

To the Editor of Tho Tribune.
Sir: Whereas food is vital, the

United States government should pros-
e_ute anybody guilty of the usurpation
of food" as "a negotiable commodity.
This plank in the Republican platiorm
will do away with food profiteers, who
make it very hard for American moth¬
ers to bring up good. strong healthy
babies because of tho premium on

t0°d" DOttOTHY FROOKS.
S__f*ertie3, N. Y.

Mania for Less
Work and Higher
Wages a Menace

Laws to Protect Capital'From Labor, as Well as
Those That Will Operate!the Other^vYay, Demanded!

To tho Editor of The Trihune.
Sir: The public is waiting for some

one to solve the labor problem. It is
not one that can be dealt with easily,
but some solution will have to be found
soon. There must be a means of pre¬
venting, or lessening, the great suffer-
ing and waste of time and money
caused by prolonged and widespread
strikes, of which the .recent railroad
strike is an example.
So long as the labor unions use their

power merely to secure protection we
cannot complain, but when they use it
for no other reason than to sati.fy a

craving for gold we have every right
to protest, for we.-the public.are the
ones who have to bear the burden orhigher wages, shorter hours nnd thc
corvesponding increase of prices.
There exists a growing mania amongemployees to earn as much and work aslittle as possible. Men who can scarce¬

ly read or write their own names de-
ninn'd a forty-hour-week and wages that
turn our university instruclors greenwith envy. But labor is not alone at
fault, for capital commits such crimes
as selfishne. s, greed, deception and con-
spiracy. Both are equally guilty of
profiteering, one in wages, the other in
prices.
Our laws are inadequate for dealingwith the situation, and capital and

labor will continue to right it out. We
cannot eliminate the question, but a
method of controlling the great forces
inyolved must be worked out. Logicallythis duty falls upon the government,and therein lies the only hope of ever
controlling the labor situation.
We need severe laws to prevent cap¬ital from taking unjust advantages of

labor, and _-e must have laws equally
severe to protect capital from the un¬
just demands of labor. We also need a
permanent board of lahor, appointed
by the President and responsible to
him alone, to enforce the law and settle
disputes.

lt remains for the Republican party
to see that reforms are accomplished.

WILLIAM N. T1IRALL.
_0tj University Avenue, Ithaca, N. Y.

Highest Type Loyalty
Demanded of Candidates
Men Who Will Put Country
Above Constituencies Want¬

ed for Leaders
To the- Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Let the Republican party de¬
mand of all its candidates loyalty to
the entire country first and to locality
second. In some way yet to be dis¬
covered Congressmen must be made to
feel that they represent not only their
constituents, but their country.
Let the Republican party take a stand

against clogging our statute books
with unnecessary laws. The great
American pastime is discovering a
grievance and passing a law about it.
We have had laws enough to meet the
radical menace, yet the clamor is for
more laws, rather than the enforce¬
ment of those we have. The Repub-
ican party can perform a national serv¬
ice by repealing many of the war-time
enactments.

It should stand for immcdiate re*
vision of the income tax and put an end
to the penalizing of endeavor and the
making of one section of the country
bear th" burdens of the nation.
The Republican party should cour-

ageously state that concerted interfer-
er.ee with the orderly process of life in
a community, the withholding from the
public its natural rights and privileges,
conflicts with the public welfare and
is a crime against the state which is
organized "to promote the general wel¬
fare."
The opportunities which have made

the Americanized foreign- born pros-
perous and conte'nted are largely due
to the operation of the Republican
principles and policies. The vote of
the foreign-born American is an honor
to the party of Lincoln, but the vote of
the hvphenate is not sought.

ETTA V. LEIGHTON.

Iphold the Majority
By Backing Constitution

To the Editor of the Tribune.
Sir: As this government is the voice

of the majority for all the people,
minority and majority, the Republi¬
can partv must pledge itself to uphold
the majority by supporting the Con¬
stitution which expresses the govern¬
ment of the people, for the people. by
the people. I hear frequently such ex-

pressions: "The people are in the sad-
dle," "It is the people's day."

P. L. W.

Safeguarding Democraey
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: There are many ways in which
safeguards for our beloved land mav be
manifested, but these will never be
perfected until we all are indoctrinated
with the idea and fact that we are in-
tegral parts of this democraey.
We would recommend that in order

to secure this safety every citizen, na-

tive or foreign born, should study and
learn by heart the Declaration of Inde-
penden. e and the Constitution of the
[United States.

ADDISON V. WHITLOCK.

Alien Women
And Effect on
Ballot as Issue

Law Giving Foreign-Born
Wives of Citizens Right to
Participate in Elections
Said to Portend Danger

Fast Rule Set for Men
Suffrage Amendment Held

as Necessitating Similar
Restrictions on Females

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: In viewing the problem of the

foreign-born and the illierate voter',
most of us have lost sight of the fact
that the national woman suffrage
amendment will open an easy access
in the case of foreign-born women to
exercise the most important right and
duty of citizenship. The status of for-
eign-born men will remain unchanged,
but immigrant women will find it an
easy matter to become voters simplyby marry ing a citizen.

It is an accepted theory of our lawthat marriage of a female citizen of
any other nation to an American citizen
confers citizenship on the wife. As
soon as the suffrage amendment be-
comes effective this will carry with it
the right to vote. It takes no prophetic
eye to discern that unless measures be
taken to avert this a foreign-born wo¬
man, through the simple expedient of
marriage, can almost upon her arrival
in this country exercise the suffrage.
even though she be totally ignorant of
our laws, our customs and our politics.There are in existence now rather
stringent laws regarding the adrnit-
tance o:' foreign-born men to citizen
ship and the attendant right to vote.
The national suffragjs amendment wil1
make it necessary to enact similar
laws for married women of foreignnativity. Perhaps it will be impracti-
cable to change the rule that marriage
to an American citizen confers citizen¬
ship. Steps should be taken to with-
hold the ballot from women of foreign
birth until they comply with the same
residential and educational qualifica-tions now demanded of foreign-born

i men. L. M, s.
--.-

Tax System Held
Blow at Thrift

Policy That Will Make
Rich Bear Great Share
of Burden Is Proposed

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: As a step toward the'lowering of

th*e high cost of living the reform of our

present taxation system warrants con-

sideration. Certain facts are obvious
in this connection. Taxes should bear
heavier on the rich than on the poor.
They should be levied with the min-
imum amount of discomfort to the
citizen and the government. They
should be collected so that the ex-
penses are not excessively large.
What is wrong with our present

system of taxation?
The present system pays a premium

on extravagance and discounts thrift.
The present system of taxation is a
hindrance rather than an incentive to
increased production. Excess protits
are confiseated from successful con-
cerns, instead of being sunk into the
business for increased stability and
production. Large profits do not neces-
sarily denote a "financial steal'' from
the pockets of the ultimate consumer.
The present system of taxation does

not cope with the "unearned incre-
ment" of land. Leaving out govern-
mental monopolies, all wealth comes

primarily from the land and its de-
v.elopment. The value of land is de-
pendent upon the development ot' thc
community surrounding it.
A system of taxation should be de-

vised in which extravagance is heavily
taxed and thrift honcstly encouraged.
Increased production should not be
stunled by excessive taxation. One
and only one tax on an article should
be levied so far as possible. Propa-
ganda for direct taxation should be
3tarted. Finally a tax should be levied
upon the holding of land (exclusive of
the owner's improvement) the value
of which has been created by the com¬
munity at large.

F. B. MT_AUGHLIN.
Beta House, Hamilton, N. Y.

Place in World Affairs
U. S. Partieipation in Great,

niovements Advocated
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: America has an unquestionable
interest in world affairs. Its idsas and
ideals are necessary to a handling of
these affairs which will preserve legiti-
mate American interests.

It should be one of the aims ol' the
Republican party to foster conststpnt
American partieipation in all world
niovements, and the spread of Ameri¬
can culture, not by force or by craft,;
but bv public-Uv and voluntarv adop¬
tion. REID DAVIES.

Choice of Man
A Grave Duty

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Owing to the fact that but

twenty-one states uf the forty-
eight will select their national dele¬
gates by popular vote, it is cleur
that the Presidential nominee can¬

not be selected by the popular vote.
This places squarely upon the dele¬
gates selected by the convention
system the burden of responsibility
to make a selection representative
of the choice of a majority of the
American people. And the Repub¬
lican organization by its responsi¬
bility for these convention dele¬
gates must assume responsibility
for the nominee.
The best man for the job, so

far as the votable is concerned,
may be made impossible by his ex-

clusion in the convention. Thus
it i3 easily.seen how important is
the duty of the Republican party
at Chicago.
Then before we consider the

duty of the electorate at the polls
or the larger party obligations co-

incident with election in November,
there is the outstanding poten-
tiality and responsibility of the
party at Chicago.

LUCIUS SUMNER HICKS.

Survey of 7,089 Planks
The following is a reeord by issues of the planks submittcd in

the fourteen weeks of The Tribune's Republican Platform Contest,
arranged according to votes so far counted for each issue:
1. Capital and Labor. 702
2. Foreign Relations _ 681
3. Americanization .._ 565
4. Army and Navy Pro-

grama . 536
5. Cost of Living. 401!
6. Constitutional Reforms 362
7. Bolshevism. 335
8. Education . 325
9. Conservation of Na¬

tional Resources. 302
10. Social Legislation.230
11. Administration Re¬

forms . 222
12. Taxation . 222!
13. Immigration. 205;

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.

Free Speech. 198
Tariff . 194
Mexican Question. 177
The Woman Voter. 168
Aid for Soldiers..... 167
Prohibition . 165
Budget. 162
Government Control of
Industry . 146
Merchant Marine. 144
National Economy .... 127
Railroads . 106
National Finance. 104
Agriculture . ... 89
Island Possessions ... 54

Total . 7,089

Some Suggested Planks
Among the mass of suggestions for planks in the Republican

platform are the folloicing:
Conserve Our Resources

Conservation of our natural re¬

sources presses now for a sound,
constructive policy. Prodigal con-

sumpuon of coal, oil and timber con-

fronts us. The present must answer

to the future if reforestation does
not keep pace with denuded wood,
the arid places are not made pro-
ductive, and water running to waste
is not harnessed for economic work.
.Fred L. Long, 116 Nassau Street.

Economic Adjustment
We recognize the imperative need

for economic adjustment involving
the increased production of essen¬
tial commodities and avoidance of
waste. We favor adequate wages
for labor of all classes, including
unskilled and the so-called clerical
or olTice employees, and consistent
earnings on legitimate investments.
.-Floyd N. Duii, 34 Highland Cross,
Rutherford, N. J.

Rigid Enforcement of Laws
The Republican party pledges its

best efforts toward the rigid en¬

forcement of all valid laws, espe¬
cially all laws, statutes and regula-
tions bearing upon the rights and
responsibilities of all eitiz^ns of the
United States and of all aliens re-

siding in the United States. In the
rigid enforcement of such laws lies
the surest test of their value, for
if.after a fair tvial.they are found
to be unpopular, by a majority of the
citizens, they should he reconsid-
ered in order that they may be
amcnded or repealed. Andrew
Coats, 510 West l_3d Street, New
York City.

Equality in Citizenship
The Republican party believes in

the equality before the law of all
citizens of the United States, en land
or on sea, regardless of race or

color, as set forth in the Constitu¬
tion, and pledges itself to enforce,
by appropriate legislation, io the
utmost limit and with all of the
power at its command, such articles
of the Constitution as have been vio-
lated, so that the humblest citizen
may be safeguarded ir: all of his
rights and privileges as guaranteed
to him by that immortal instru-
ment.- -H. A. Wallace.

University of Politic.
We desire to prepa.re our young

men and women for the proper Solu-
tion of our national problems by es-
tabl ishin^r a university ot' politics at

Washington, the student bodj to bc
composer! of two high schoo! gradu¬
ates from each Congressional dis-
trict, selected by competitive cx-
amination each year, whose expenses
will be paid by the govern ment.
Upon graduation, we feel they will
return to their homes as qualified,
constructive leaders in their loca!
governments. -Joseph G. Lawler, 29
Second Avenue, North Pelham, N. Y.

Combat Spread of Bolshevism
We feel morally justified and obli-

gated to combat the spread of tho
doctrines of Bolshevism, since wo
consider them entirely alien and re-

pugnant to the principles of our Con¬
stitution and the spirit of American
democraey. We believe in reform
only by constitutional method. and
all who propose the forceful over¬
throw of the government slm!l b.-
dealt with summarily. Education
shall be enlisted on the side of loy¬
alty to our institutions and we shall
employ it to vitiate the effeets of
Bolshevistic propaganda, strengthen-
ing the people's confidence in the gu.-

Hits Excess Profita Tax
As Aiding High Costs

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: Among the suggested planks it

wouid seem that the excess profit tax
has. a right to important consideration.
A question in Ihe mind of most p.ople
to-day is the high cost of living, am'
the above tax is conductive toward
prices remaining at. a high level.
The two fundamental principles con-

trolling prices are supply and demand.
We must either increase supply or re¬
duce demand. The latter is not feas-
ible; hence something must be dono
about the former.
There is only one remedy, and that

is increased production.
.Some may ask what the excess profit

tax has to do with this. The answer
is that it takes away incentive toward
increased production. No empioyee is
going to put in 100 per cent energy
and b? satisfied with a compensation
half as large. Also many firms dodge
the tax by increasing their capital
stock, thus paying low dividends on*
double the amount of capital.
However, there is no need of going

into the many discrepancies of the
tax. All I wish to <\o is suggtst th_
abolishment of it as a plank in the
coming Presidential election. As Lin-
jcoln'said: "'You can fool all the peo-
ple some oi' the time, but not all the
people all of the time." H. T. B.

Utilization of Rainfall
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: In the control and regulath_on
of the natural resources of the country
there should be somebody to do the
planning. It should be made a busi-
ness proposition and not a politieal
activity. The conservation and utiliza¬
tion of rainfall are fundamental, and
the prosperity of the country depends
upon an iptelligent understanding of
this problem and its efficient solution.

HENRY G. WACHTMANN.

ernment and in its capacity to com-
pass all desirable chang...J. W.
Friedman.

Woman in the Cabinet
Wc believe the \v#Jmen voters of

..he Republican party are entitled.
both because of their civic intelli-
gence and political ability, to a place
in the Cabinet of the President of
thc United States. We favor the es-
tablishment of a new portfolio, tho
Department of Public Welfare, whose
secretarv shall be a woman. And
we give the pledge of the RcpuHictm
party. as^cmbled in national conven¬
tion for the realization of this plan.-Constance Freeman.

Condemn Government Waste
We condemn the inefficiency and

extravagance rampant in the soldiers'
war risk insurance, occupational ed¬
ucation and other government bureaus
and departments, and believing the
government should be first to set an
exampte, we pledge th- Republican
party to inaugurate an efficient. busi-
nesslike, economical administration
in all government departrents and
activities..H. Edward Knies, 501
Buffalo Street, White Haven, Pa.

Army and Navy Problems
We believe the United States

should continue the military train¬
ing first inaugurated at Plattsburg,
or some adequate system of trainingsoldiers and offieers for the army.
We believe that our army should be
the largest r.nd our navy the most
efficient in tiie world. We recom¬
mend a revision of the court mar-
tiai system and penalties now in
vogue. We recommend a living wagefor volunteers..William W. Lapa-nial, Room 411, 1478 Broadway, N'ew
York City.

A Value on Citizenship
The Republican party believes that

citizenship has been made too easy.
Ir believes danger threatens from
our non-assimilated imnvigrants and
that restrictions should be placed
on the suffrage privileges extended
the newly naturalized. To this endthe party will endeavor to compeland formulate definite plans of Am¬
ericanization which shall follow na'-
uralization, the ballot with its gov¬ernmental privileges to be the goalof the process. .Mrs. Margaret FMagee, 36 North Ninth Street New¬ark, N. J,

Abolish Death Penahy
There will be a low c.-tabl ished. if

neee.sarj by amendment to tho Con¬
stitution, whereby the maximuni pe-n-ulty for capital crime shall be life
mi jrisonmen anu uien not in tho -

oiher cases wnere c.rcuni tantial e ,-den.ee is largelj the basis of convic-
tion. Pardon boards. if Ujgally con-stituted, will have the right t'o rec¬ommend a pardon.- H. W. Hoover.lb. Isoulevard, Bayonne, N. J.

Constitutional Rights
We reaffirm our faith in the Con¬stitution as the supreme law of theland. We believe that the onlv wayto modify our basie form of govern¬ment is that provided bv the Consti¬tution itself under the head of"amendments." We condemn anypractice, whether of indivjduals or ofbodies of men. that tends to brin-the Constitution into disesteem. We

recommend such amendments as mayne tound necessary to insure ourcontinued enfoyment of free repre¬sentative government..W. E.Thomas161 South Arlington Avenue, EastOrange, N. J.

Education Given as Cure
for Every "Ism" ExistingTo the Editor of Tne Tribune.

Sir: In advocating a national. stand-nrdized, non-sectarian, combpulaoneducational system, my thcory is that..t will eventually cure nine-tenths ofthe 1,1118 of the day. Ignorance spellscnaos, disaster and retrogression (e cKussia). fa

Coming generations will rule Without elementary schooling, no properunderstanding of underlying principlesot government and property owner=hir
can be aequired. Instill in youths thcspirit of the nationalist. as againstinternationalism.

Teach and encourage apprcciation ofthe early struggles of our ancesters irestablishing a successful, nopular formoi government
KENNETH M'M. DICKEY.

All Americans
Urged to Fight
For Citizenship
Problem of Creating Better
Men antl Women Held
Greatest Thing Facing Na¬
tion for Aecomplighment

Point of View Changed
War Said to Have Altered

Outlook of People, Who
Must Adapt Themselves

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: As citizens, wc are called upon

to face tog.ther a problem that is not
pleasant to study nor easy of solu-
tion. It is t'ne problem that some call
Americanization, .thers "better ___!.
zenship." The latter term ia to be pre-
ferred because it does not fasten it-
self merely upon the strangers within
our gates, but includes us all, as well
it may. For decades we have had this
problem with us, and for that reason
too many good Americans as well as
poor ones have fallen int* the hahit
of regarding it as so much verbal sluab
or politieal froth. It is netther.

!* In the first ninee, we must eease to
think that conditions will ever be the
*me as they were before the war.

They cannot be. The war was the
close of an old era and the beginning
of a new. Oi:r outlook, our viewpoint,
subconsciously or not, has changed;
r.nd the problem of "better citizenship"
s the m vi al thinu' .*'¦ "-¦'¦ new or¬

der. It is the most vital thing because
it ai.ects all our r. lationships with our
"e.'o.v tun. that dist nctive democraey
which we have been proud to cail
American. ou- material pro-perity,
and our spiritual wellbeing.
The ominous, close-looming. ever-

present menace of "capital versus la¬
bor" will become more ominous and
loom closer, or be lifted and gradually
disappe_r, only as we meet the prob-
lem of better citizenship frankly, fear-
lessly, determinedly. We cannot shun
it any more than we can shun our obli-
gationa to crush Bolshevism. com¬
munism and anarchy.

In the second place, we must make
our fight constructively. Every goodcitizen and ev.ery bad citi.en and everyindifferent citizen will be a combstant.
and the victorv will be awarded to the
side making the most converts. Indif¬
ferent citizens, by remaining indiffer¬
ent. wiii actually, although uninten-
tionally, align themselves with the
bad.

In the third place. the struggue for
better citizenship will be a slow, bit-
ter, discouraging, grrauual advance in
education toward a better understand-
ing of man's obiij/ation.-. to his fellow
men and fellow workers, toward a
clearier conception of the part each
man natural y plays in determiningwhether there ?hal! be economic sta-
bility or chaos. Patiently- too pa-
tiently..he public is discovering the
consequences of stopping the wh<>e!s
of production even for a few days or
a few hours. Patiently the public
must fight the battle of'better citizen-
ship until all the people who make the
wheels go around reaiize that the onlyinsurance for material prosperity is ln
making them turn faster, and that the
only result of stopping them or slow-
ing them down is hardshin, poverty
and ultimat chaos.

Finally, the capitalists and the .n-
trepreneurs will be included in the
struggle for better citizenship, because
it is through their Bympathetic co
operation and their willingness to
make the workers partner* in the
great business of production and di¦-
tribut'on thal we can hope fcr ultl-

"Bett<y .. /. sl ip" i- thc higft >st
'hing in America, socially, 10I cslly,
econo .:.< illy. 1 ..¦ nev* Republican
adm. .' ..-.:' mon it.

R. A. C.

Tax on Land l alue ^
Demanded as Sole

Source of Revenue
To the Editor of Tho Tribune.

Sir: Among the planks suggested
for the Republican platform that con¬

cerning taxation should receive the
closest attention. Few reaiize how
thoroughly the power to tax is a power
n destroy. A bad tax is capable of al-

-tiost unimagir.able results for evil, in
lirect as well a> direct. A good tan

.lot only secures revenue to the state

but also distributes the burden equi-

tably so as not to injure any useful
element in the comrnuuity.
A tax based on mere ability to pay .»

not honest, sini it makes no dif.tmc-
.icn between earned und unearncri
wealth or between a greater anri a lei»*
iegrec o>' indebtedness for .ocial serv¬

ice. There -1 on< measure of real
indebtedne to community. Thi*
.. of course, land value. As al. econo-

.yiists agree, a tux on land value cannot
be shifted. While other taxes dis.our-
,ge industry, t! is one di.courages idle-

lt gives an incentive to produo-
tion, which the one chief need to-

lay. lf there musl be tome othertaxe_
for a limited time, while 'he present
unusual expenses of government con¬

tinue, let them be reduced to a mini-
.vum and drawn on only after the full
revenue possible has been secured from
i tax on land value. in normal t;rn_«
no other tax will be needed, a.s the
rental value oi* the land of the coun-

try is Bufficicnt to meet all ordinary
requirements.

JAMES F. MORTON Jr.

Courage and Patience Stressed
In Dealing With Alien Problem

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: One of the most important problems the country will have t.

solve is the problem of the proper assimilation of tne foreign element into
our national life. For many years the question was ncglccted or left to
fate. We had no consistent policy; we had often no policy at all.

With the war the eyes of many persons were suddenly opened.
A great cry arose for Americanization, for the prohibition of a!!

languages except English, for the complete and total obliteration of di_-
tinguir:hing characteristics among the various ethnic and racial groups of
our population. The intention was good, but it was d-ininated too much
by the spirit of impatience.

The attitude of the Republican party should be to support all efforts
tending to the elimination of separate groups in our national life and to
encourage courageous and patient thought on the question.

k BARNET NOVER.


